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It is by no means an exaggeration to say that 
COVID 19 dominates life today in most parts of the 
world. Hardly anyone is exempted from the impact, 
one way or another, of COVID 19. For most people 
their every waking moment is filled with news, 
conversations, thoughts, and yes fear of the virus. 
Perhaps an equal claim could be made that it 
occupies our sleeping moments too. The people 
working on the frontline of the war against this 
disease such as medical people, scientists trying 
to find a vaccine, politicians trying to reassure their 
people, business owners, workers, those infected  
by the virus, worried folks who fear being infected, 
and grieving people who have lost loved ones must 
dream about the virus. One of the countless ways 
this virus has changed our lives is that it brought 
into our every-day conversation new language. 

Since the Corona virus struck words like social 
distancing and self-isolation have become part of 
our vocabulary. These two expressions and the 
reality they birthed forced churches into distant-
worshipping. 
 

COVID 19 has heightened our appreciation for 
social media. For its perceived abuse by people, 
mostly the younger population, the social media 
got a bad rap and reputation. One might say that in 
these times of COVID 19 the social has been 
redeemed in the eyes of many who were critical of 
it. Since we cannot gather in the usual ways and 
meet face to face we now do so on social media. 
The faithful gather around computers and other 
technology to worship in the privacy and safety of 
their homes, cars or wherever they may find 
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themselves. At the beginning of March who would 
have thought that this was the way we would be 
worshipping, more especially at Holy Week and 
Easter. Let us give thanks for social media. Amidst 
these difficult times of COVID 19 there are many 
good things happening and being learnt. Locked in 
their homes and unable to live life normally, people 
are learning the true value of things such as face 
to face communication, community, spending 
quality time with family, gathering with friends and 
family, freedom to go where and when they please, 
among many more. Those who are accustomed to 
being in control are learning how to live without 
being able to control things. Now is a time for 
people to understand that they are only mortals, 
even if they like to think and often do act as if they 
are more than mortals. People will not always be 
able to be in control of events, situations and life. It 
is called being human. This may bring feelings of 
helplessness, frustration, impatience and even 
anger. As humans we have limitations.  
 

The days of COVID 19 are days for serious 
reflections, sober actions and a sensible approach 
to life in the post-COVID 19 era. COVID 19 can 

make us better people, nations and a better world, 
if we learn its lessons.  One those lessons is 
humility. 
 

It is a virus; not even a living thing. Yet humans 
with all their power, intelligence, knowledge, 
military might and resources are brought to their 
knees, if not literally, then metaphorically, by the 
virus. But we are humans and so we will overcome 
this. It will pass. Life will go back to normalcy, even 
if it will be a new normalcy. Stay safe. Be safe. 

Bethesda Banner – temporary 
new format 

This issue of the Banner is being published in a 
different format than usual. This is because we 
will send it out digitally to our members. Since we 
are not assembling on Sundays when people 
usually collect their Banners, also because we 
are trying to save on expenses by not sending 
them out in the mail then we are sending them to 
you by email. We will mail Banners to members 
who do not use computer. Those are only a few 
members. When all this is over we will revert to 
the normal format of the Banner. 
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Then There Was The 
Resurrection 

        From Pastor Roy Thakurdyal 
   
  
  

The world is a good place despite of 
appearances to the contrary. There are good 
people everywhere. All around there is more 
goodness than would appear. Keeping this in 
mind helps us to maintain perspective in the 
midst of so much evil and bad things happening. 
Our experience of the ubiquity, power, and 
effects of evil may cause us to think that there is 
more evil than good in the world. Sometimes it 
is easy to think that evil is winning the victory 
over good. The truth is, this is more appearance 
than reality. The Resurrection event which we 
celebrate at Easter is God’s assurance to us 
that contrary to appearance, evil is not greater 
than good nor will evil overcome good. 
  
On Good Friday all the forces that arrayed 
themselves against Jesus seemed to have won 
the day. The persistent and dogged efforts of 

the religious establishment to see the end of 
Jesus seemed to have succeeded in their dark 
deed. The political authorities of Rome and 
Israel colluded with the religious leaders to bring 
their evil plan to fruition. Pilate acted out of 
political expediency to preserve his political life. 
The adoring crowd turned into a blood thirsty 
mob and shouted, “Crucify him. His blood be 
upon our hands, and our children.” From all 
appearances evil seemed to have won on Good 
Friday.  
  

Then came Easter. On Easter morning Jesus 
Christ was raised from the dead. The empty 
tomb and the appearance to the risen Christ to 
the women and the disciples put an end to the 
short-lived victory evil. In the resurrection God 
and goodness conquered the devil and evil.  
  
0ur Easter faith is one which affirms the 
goodness of the world and life. God so loved the 
world, that is, all people and the creation itself, 
that God gave His only son to die for our sin and 
to redeem us through his sacrificial and atoning 
death. In the resurrection of Christ God 
destroyed the forces of evil. It is undeniable that 
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evil is pervasive and powerful. Greater than 
these are God and God’s reign in the world in 
the lives of those who walk with God through 
faith in Jesus Christ. The risen Christ is present 
in the world accomplishing his work of salvation 
through the work of the church and the witness 
of Christians. Through God’s mission to the 
world through the church, and whatever others 
means God chooses, God is at work destroying 
the power of evil and their works. So evil will 
never win the day. 
 

No one doubts that there is evil all around. There 
are bad things and bad people. They seem to be 
stronger than the forces of good. Easter reminds 
us that goodness is greater than evil. Living in the 
Easter faith we can face evil and not be overcome 
by its power and pervasiveness. For we know that 
God has won the victory over sin, death and the 
devil and all the evil forces of the world. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
                                                 
                                     Dave Smith,  Chairman 
Worship  
As you are aware, due to the COVID-19 
pandemic and the requirement for physical 
distancing to stop the spread of the virus, we 
have not been able to worship as we normally 
would, together in the church sanctuary.  Our 
last service in the church since the COVID 19 
virus was on March 15. It is not yet known 
when our next service will be in the sanctuary. 
Pastor Roy and Alice have done a wonderful 
job of recording worship devotion videos that 
can be viewed on your computer or other 
devices at home.  These videos are posted on 
the church’s Facebook page 
https://www.facebook.com/bethesdalutheranun
ionville/. Videos have been posted for the last 
two Sunday’s of March, Palm Sunday, Maundy 
Thursday, Good Friday and Easter Sunday.  
Worship videos will continue to be posted for 
Sunday worship during this Easter Season until 
we are able to return to the church sanctuary 
for our normal worship services. 
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Alice made the palm crosses for Palm Sunday. 
She mailed them out to members during Holy 
Week. Even though we were unable to have 
them on Palm Sunday we still got our palm 
crosses this year. 
  

If you know of a church member or friend or 
relative that does not have access to a computer 
or the internet perhaps you can call them on the 
phone and play the video with the phone close 
by so they can hear the audio of the service. 
  

We thank Pastor Roy and Alice for preparing, 
recording and posting these videos to allow us 
to continue to worship “together” as a 
congregation, even though we are apart.  We 
also thank their “helpers” for assisting with the 
production of these worship videos.   So far 
Wilhelm and Roswitha von Seefried and Dave 
Smith and John Hendrickson have helped.  
Pastor is trying to limit the amount of people that 
are together in the church at any one time for 
the recordings. We also thank the Clarksons, 
Monika and Victor Svetanic, Alice and Roswitha 
for bringing flowers and Easter lilies to decorate 
the altar area for the Easter service recording. 

  

Music Ministry 
Choir rehearsals are suspended until we are 
able to meet as a group again.  
Hill 
Worship and Music Committee  
The committee is not formally meeting at this 
time.  However, if you have any comments or 
suggestions for us during this time, please 
contact Pastor Roy or Dave Smith (905-472-  
5598 or smithdn@rogers.com). 

  

 Chairman’s Message                                                                                                                  
                                     Dave Smith  

  
We pray that you and your families are staying 
safe during this time of the COVID-19 
pandemic. We pray for all those that have 
contracted the virus and those that have 
subsequently died from it. We also pray for all 
the healthcare workers that are on the front lines 
of the battle against the virus and all those 
workers in the essential services that are 
protecting us and supplying us with food and 
other necessities.  
This situation is affecting every aspect of our 
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lives, including our church life.  Not just our 
weekly worship services and Sunday Church 
School, but we miss the weekly bible studies, 
and our monthly meetings and activities like 
choir practice, quilting, Women’s Fellowship, 
Youth Fellowship, and Care Ministry gathering. 
We miss the personal interactions and 
fellowship with our fellow church members. We 
hope you are able to keep in contact with each 
other by phone, email and social media and 
offer assistance to others that cannot get out to 
buy groceries or other items needed. 
  

We thank Pastor Roy, Alice, and the Worship 
and Music Committee for providing weekly 
worship devotion videos on the church 
Facebook page.  We thank all those that are 
continuing their offerings to the church during 
this time.  For others, if you are able, you can 
continue to provide support by mailing your 
donation cheque to the church or consider 
monthly donations using PAR.  You can find 
more information about PAR in this newsletter 
or on our website. 
Although the church is not being used as 

regularly we still need to maintain it.  The Church 
Council is trying to reduce expenses by 
adjusting the thermostats and church cleaning 
frequency.  We are ensuring the facility is 
inspected regularly and that everything is 
operating properly. We want to ensure the 
church facilities are ready to go when we are 
able to return to regular programming. We are 
also exploring the federal government 
emergency response programs for businesses 
and charities to check if we qualify for benefits 
to help the church during this period. 
  

If you have any comments, suggestions, 
concerns or need assistance of any kind or 
know of someone that needs assistance, do not 
hesitate to contact myself, Pastor Roy or any 
other member of Church Council. 
  
Take care and God bless. 
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61 Years of Service 
1959/2020 

  

Enjoy personalized service in my home 
or yours while supporting your 
church.50% of commission from all travel 
needs eg. packages, cruises, insurance, 
hotels, flights and car rentals net of taxes 
is donated to Bethesda Lutheran Church. 
Contact Karen Vereecken. She is the 
owner and manager of World Wide Tours 
  

Open 6 days a week by 
appointment only 
 
Sunday Close 

Monday - Wednesday 11:00 am - 8:00 pm 

Thursday 8:00 am - 4:00 pm 

Friday    11:00 am - 6:00 pm 

Saturday  3:00 pm - 6:00 pm 

Telephone  416 264 2551  or   1-800-Euro Now. 

41 Lake Drive North, Keswick On L4P 1A1 

email: worldwidetours@bell.net   

When you book online or direct with 
airlines, hotels or most suppliers your  
vacations dollars are not protected by 
TICO. 
Ontario TICO Registration # 50018639                                                        
www.worldwidetours.ca                                 
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      Prorated Approved      

  
                      

March           Year to Date Monthly Full Year      
  2020 2019 2020 2019 Budget Budget     
Operating Results:           
Recurring Receipts (1) $7,749 $11,274 $25,600 $28,975 $32,575 $130,300     
Expenses  10,824 10,773 30,599 30,055 35,425 141,700     
Operating Position before below ($3,075) $501  ($4,999) ($1,081) ($2,850) ($11,400)     

One-time Memorial  Donations                    -  
                 
-  400 600 

                 
-  

                   
-      

Net Operating Position after above ($3,075) $501  ($4,599) ($481) ($2,850) ($11,400)     
Net Other Receipts - Sharecroppers (2) $336  ($1,287) ($40) ($50)         
Capital Items:             
  Receipts (3) $885 $813 $22,273 $963         
  less: Capital Expenditures 0  (7,889) 0  (11,088)         
Net Capital Items $885  ($7,076) $22,273  ($10,125)         
Net Position ($1,854) ($7,862) $17,634  ($10,656)         
* Subject to approval at the next Church Council Meeting         
Notes:            

(1) Donations in the month were 31% below the 2019 offerings due to the impact of COVID 19 reducing the number of offerings. April donations    

 
are expected to fall dramatically due to the lack of services; wage subsidies and increased PAR contributions can hopefully offset a portion  
of the shortfall.   

          
(2) Includes 2019 Distribution was for the 2018 Sharecropper's campaign; there was a similar donation in February 2020   

(3) 
Please note some members of the congregation are making regular CAPITAL committed offerings including  
memorial donations. 

(4) After accounting for ongoing projected commitments including contributions to the Synod -      
     Current Net Cash Available for Ongoing Operations (estimated)  $13,798       

 

Kim McKenney 
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Healthy Muffins Recipe  
with cooked steel cut oats 

( Easy Breakfast recipes) 
Ingredients:  
1/2 cup whole wheat flour, 
1/3 to 1/2 cup sugar  
2 tsp baking Powder  
1 tsp baking soda 
 1/2 tsp salt  
2-3 tbsp chocolate chips 
1/2 cup apples  
1 cup cooked steel cut oats 
 1 egg  
1/2 cup milk  
1/4 cup oil  
 

Optional- Dry fruit of your choice 
like raisins, walnuts, almonds etc., 
Spices- Cinnamon or nutmeg  
 

Method: Mix in flour with baking 
powder, baking soda, salt, sugar 
and apples Combine egg, oil, milk, 
oats and raisins. Pour wet mixture 
over dry and gently combine. Pour 
batter in a muffin tray lined with 
muffin liners and bake for 20-25 
mins at 400 F ( or until inserted 
toothpick comes out clean and tops 
of the muffins are golden brown) Let 
them cool and enjoy one. You can 
store rest in an airtight container in 
the fridge for up to a week. 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Submitted by Alice Thakurdyal 
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The "W" Upholstering & 
   Interiors Ltd. 

  

• We Carry Thousands of Fabrics 
• We Help You to Pick the Right Material for Your Needs 
                           

 What  We  Do 
  

• WE  UPHOLSTER:  Any Sofa, Kitchen Benches, Chairs: Dining Room Chairs & 
Kitchen Chairs 

  

• WE MAKE: Beautiful New Headboards, SEAT FOR SOFA TOO SOFT? We Replace Foam 
and Build Up the Seat. 

  

And Of Course  We Come to Your Home 
We Provide Free Estimates 

 

With NO PRESSURE or OBLIGATION 

Please Give Us A Call At:  905-475-7857 
—————————————————————                

  

Banner Contact  
  

  

  

         Bethesda  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church - Unionville 
  

20 Union Street, Markham    ON  L3R   2H5 
Phone :          905 - 477-1731                             
Email:           office@bethesdalutheranchurch.ca 
Website:     www.bethesdalutheranchurch.ca 
Facebook:  bethesdalutheranchurchunionville  
  
 


	( Easy Breakfast recipes)

