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New Councillors Elected 
                     Rev. Roy Thakurdyal 

 

Bethesda held its Annual 
Congregational Meeting on March 
21. The meeting was convened 
virtually on the zoom platform. 
There were between twenty to 
twenty-five persons present at the 
meeting. Along with receiving 
reports from various groups and 
passing the 2021 budget, elections 
were held to fill three vacancies on 
Council.  
 

Ruijie Kang, Sabina Simmonds and 
Bonnie Hendrickson were elected 
to serve on Council. They fill the 
vacancies created by the 
departures of Benjamin Liang, 
Glenn Schaeffer and Pat Neuman. 
Benjamin and Glenn had 
completed their terms while Pat 
resigned because she is relocating 
to the west coast. Bonnie will 
complete Pat’s term. 
 

Bethesda wishes to express its 
gratitude and thanks to Pat, Ben 
and Glenn for their unstinting and 
faithful service. Council welcomes 

the new Councillors and looks 
forward to their contribution to the 
work of Council. 

------------------------------------------                        

It Takes A Team 
 

They say it takes a village to raise 

a child. The truth of this statement 
is not fully appreciated in our 
western societies where large 
urban cities, private sub-urbs and 
an ethos of individualism 
characterize our way of life. This 
saying would have been 
understood and practiced up to 
about maybe seventy-five years in 
affluent societies. In other parts of 
the world where the villages are 
very much part of the social 
structure of society it is still 
accepted that it takes a village to 
raise a child. This does not mean 
that we in the West do not 
understand and appreciate the 
principle that lies behind the 
saying. The saying speaks to the 
need for co-operative efforts to 
effect corporate responsibility. This 
is our experience in putting  

(continues on page 2) 

BETHESDA BANNER 
 

April/May 2021 

 

VOLUME 21     ISSUE 2 



PAGE 2 

(continued from page 1) 

together our weekly online service. 
It takes a team. 
 

The worship team that puts our 

weekly service together comprises 
of many people who perform 
different roles. There are those 
who are more visible such as the 
Pastor, Assistant Minister, readers 
of lessons and young people who 
play music in the Sunday Church 
School segment of the service. 
Behind the scenes are those who 
operate the computer/projector; 
camera operator; bell ringer; 
helpers; the group responsible for 
the hymns: the person who selects 
the hymns, another person who 
finds the organ music on the 
internet, records and sends the 
hymn music to the singers and the 
group of four which gathers to sing 
and record the hymns twice per 
month. Then there is the Sunday 
Church School segment which 
involves getting the stories, 
recording the segment and 
coordinating with the young people 
who play an item for the segment. 
Finally, someone puts all of these 
together, edits and posts to the 
church’s facebook page. This 
would not be possible without the 
commitment of many people 
willingly give of their time, talent 
and energy to the process. 
St Paul compares the church to the 

human body in which each part 
fulfill their role for the orderly and 
healthy function of the whole body. 
This theological image of the 
church based on biology is another 
way of saying it takes a village. 
Both images speak of the need for 
cooperative efforts for corporate 
wholeness and effectiveness. 
Behind the Sunday services you 
view online are a lot of people, 
planning and work. The fifty 
minutes services you participate in 
is the end-product of more than 
twenty hours of work. When 
calculated in terms of “man hours” 
it is perhaps four times that 
amount. Knowing this I am sure 
you would want to join me in 
thanking all our members who play 
a part in making our Sunday 
service possible. I want to 
encourage you to keep this worship 
ministry team in your prayers.  
 

Worship and Music Update 

                       Dave Smith, Chairman 
 

Worship Update  
The Worship and Music Committee had 

been planning to restart in-person 
worship on Palm Sunday but with rising 
COVID-19 cases in the GTA the Church 
Council and Committee decided to 
postpone these plans.  Now with the 
provincial shutdown order these plans 
have been postponed indefinitely.  We 
will continue to provide pre-recorded 
worship services on the church  

(continues on page 3) 
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Facebook page and website until it is 
safe to resume in-person services in the 
church.  The committee is exploring 
options for outdoor worship services 
when we are allowed and it is safe to do 
so. We are also in discussions for our 
traditional joint worship with Central 
United Church for two Sundays in the 
summer. We again thank the worship 
team that has been involved in 
recording these services:  Pastor Roy, 
Alice Thakurdyal, Dave and Eric Smith, 
John and Bonnie Hendrickson, Wilhelm 
and Roswitha Von Seefried,  Adrian 
Nowaskey  and  Erich Lattner.    We 
thank Pastor Roy and Alice for 
continuing to provide a children’s 
message and activities in the worship 
videos.  The committee also thanks the 
readers: John Keiper, Nolan Isa, Adrian 
Nowaskey, Benjamin Capotoso, Xavier 
Schickedanz, Kalen Delaney, Eric and 
Larissa Smith who record the first bible 
reading for the worship services, and 
Brian Kang, Nolan Isa, and Larissa 
Smith for providing musical items for the 
services.  If you would like to read a 
bible lesson or provide a musical item, 
please contact Pastor Roy. 
 

Upcoming Worship 

The Easter season continues during 
April and May.  The season of 
Pentecost begins on Pentecost Sunday, 
May 23, when we celebrate the birth of 
the Christian Church by the power of the 
Holy Spirit which descended on the 
disciples.  
 

Worship Recording Equipment 

The Church Council approved the 
Worship and Music Committee’s 

recommended proposal for the new 
video recording system.  A deposit has 
been forwarded to the company, the 
same one that installed our projection 
system, and we are awaiting the 
installation of the system which has 
been delayed by equipment shortages. 
The new secretary’s laptop computer 
has been purchased and is being used 
for the production of the worship videos.  
As part of this project we are improving 
the lighting in the sanctuary by installing 
more powerful LED bulbs in the 
chandelier fixtures.  We thank Glenn 
Schaeffer for initiating this project, 
Sabina Simmonds for providing the 
funding for it, and Pastor Roy and Dave 
Smith for the installation. 
 

Thank You 
We would like to thank the following for 
their participation and assistance in the 
Palm Sunday, Holy Week and Easter 
worship services: 
 

Palm Sunday:  John Keiper, John 
Hendrickson, Dave, Eric and Larissa 
Smith, and Pastor Roy for the dramatic 
reading of the Passion Story, and Alice 
and Pastor for decorating the sanctuary 
with palms. 
 

Maundy Thursday:  Bonnie 

Hendrickson, Roswitha Von Seefried, 
and Alice Thakurdyal for stripping the 
altar and Dave Smith for chanting the 
psalm. 
 

Good Friday:  Ella Wang, Adrian 
Nowaskey, Kalen Delaney, Nolan Isa, 
Eric and Larissa Smith, and John Keiper 
for recording the bible reading,  
Alice Thakurdyal for playing the organ 
prelude and Dave Smith for carrying the 
cross. 
(continues on page 4) 
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Easter Sunday:  The Hendrickson’s, 
Smith’s, Thakurdyal’s, and Von 
Seefried’s for bringing lilies and other 
flower arrangements for decorating the 
altar area. 
 

The next Worship and Music Committee 
meeting is May 11 at 7:30 PM 
============================== 

          Pentecost Reflections  

             in the Time of  

            Covid 19 Pandemic 
                        From Pastor Roy 

 

Next month the Church will 

celebrate the Festival of Pentecost. 
On the day of Pentecost the Holy 
Spirit descended on the gathered, 
praying disciples, in fulfillment of 
God’s promise. The coming of the 
Holy Spirit occurred ten days after 
Jesus ascended to the Father. The 
Day of Pentecost is regarded as 
the birthday of the Church. This 
year, like last year, the celebration 
will be muted. 
 

This year will make it two 

consecutive years that we will not 
be able to celebrate this significant 
liturgical Sunday in corporate 
worship.  The Covid 19 pandemic 
is in a dangerous and aggressive 
third wave which will see us in 
continued lockdown for some 
weeks and maybe beyond 
Pentecost. Nevertheless, I wish to 
urge members to use Pentecost 
Sunday as an opportunity to reflect 

on your church, its life, ministry and 
mission and your place in this. 
 

The church is a mother to us. In 

her we are given a second birth in 
baptism. She nurtures our faith on 
word and sacrament. In times of 
sorrows and sadness she comforts 
us through the fellowship of the 
believers. When we face trials and 
tribulations she strengthens us 
through her various ministries.  On 
those occasions when life takes us 
to the top of the mountain she 
rejoices with us in the company of 
the faithful. The pandemic may 
have prevented us from having 
these corporate experiences for a 
short while, though it seems like a 
long time. It cannot however dull 
our senses to these things. In fact, 
the forced absence from church 
because of the pandemic has 
serve to sharpen our yearning for 
the day when we can assemble 
again as a congregation for 
corporate worship, fellowship and 
mutual support. As a child yearns 
for the arms of its mother so we 
yearn for the embrace of our 
church. The pandemic is an 
opportunity to renew our 
commitment to our church in light 
of all she does for us, gives us and 
means to us. 
 

Blessed Pentecost to all and May 

God’s Holy Spirit dwell in you 
mightily. 
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As I write this we are starting our 

second year and are in the third wave, 
of this pandemic.  The provincial 
government has just extended the 
shutdown order and enacted more 
restrictions to reduce the spread of the 
more transmissible virus variants.  We 
pray for all the health care workers 
caring for the sick in our hospitals and 
all the other essential workers that must 
work to provide us food, medicines and 
care. We encourage you to get your 
vaccination shot when it becomes 
available to you.   
 

We thank Pastor Roy and Alice, the rest 
of the Worship and Music Committee, 
and their worship team for their ministry 
of providing worship videos for us during 
this time of lockdown and stay at home 
orders.  Pat Neuman has been 
organizing the Sunday evening virtual 
coffee hours every other week since last 
summer.  We thank her for this 
wonderful idea so we can get together 
virtually and have some fellowship that 
we sorely miss. As Pat will be moving to 
Calgary at the end of April, I will now be 
sending out the Zoom connection 
details.  We wish Pat and Harold well on 
their move to be closer to her family.  
Recently St. Paul has started a virtual 
Sunday School program on Sunday 
afternoons.  We thank them for inviting 
the children of Bethesda to participate in 
the program.  If your family did not 
receive the details of this program, 
please contact Pastor Roy or Birgit 
Allison.  We thank Pastor Roy for 
continuing to contact members and 
Alice for sending out birthday greetings, 

but we encourage all members to 
continue reaching out by phone, email 
or social media to each other to catch 
up and support each other during these 
times of restrictions and isolation. 
 

Our virtual Annual Congregational 

Meeting was held on Sunday afternoon, 
March 21.  We thank all those that were 
able to attend the meeting.    At the 
meeting we thanked Glenn Schaeffer, 
Benjamin Liang and Pat Neuman for 
their service and contributions to the 
Church Council and welcomed new 
council members Sabina Simmonds, 
Ruijie Kang, and Bonnie Hendrickson.  
At its first meeting the Council elected 
the executive as follows:  Chair Dave 
Smith, Vice-Chair Shareef Isa, 
Secretary Diane Keiper, and re-
appointed Kim McKenney as Treasurer.   
 

I would like to provide an update on 
some of the issues discussed at the 
ACM.  At the first meeting following the 
ACM the Church Council affirmed its 
support and commitment to developing 
a congregational vision for both the 
short term and long term. Pastor Roy 
and I have been tasked with preparing a 
framework for this visioning exercise to 
get us started.  Also at its first meeting 
the Council appointed a Stewardship of 
Creation Committee to educate and 
advise Council and the Congregation on 
how we can reduce our impact on the 
environment, God’s creation he 
entrusted to our care.  We thank Les 
Weir, Lorne Smith and Eric Smith for 
agreeing to be on this committee.  If you 
are interested in being on this 
committee or being involved in our 
visioning project, please contact me 
(905-472-5598 or smithdn@rogers.com).   
(continues on page 6) 

Chairman’s  Report 
                                  Dave Smith 

mailto:smithdn@rogers.com


PAGE 6 

(continued from page 5) 
As Kim, our Treasurer, reported at the 
ACM we continue to wait for our 
charitable status to be re-instated.  We 
have provided all reports and 
information requested.  We will notify 
the congregation immediately when it is 
reinstated so that the charitable 
donation receipts that were issued can 
be used on your income tax returns.  
Again we are deeply sorry for any 
inconvenience this has caused.   We 
thank you for your continued support of 
the church and its ministry with your 
offerings, via cheques sent to or 
dropped off at the church or through the 
Pre-Authorized Remittance (PAR) 
program. Information about PAR can be 
found on the church website or by 
calling the church. 
 

Let’s all continue to follow the public 
health recommendations to stay safe 
and we’ll get through this pandemic 
together. 
 

Take care and God bless, 
 

Dave Smith 
Council Chairperson 
905-472-5598 
======================================== 

Free Masks Available 
 

Thanks to Pastor Jun Bethesda has 

been able to acquire a large quantity of 
masks for free distribution to anyone 
who wishes to have them. The masks 
are certified to be distributed in Canada 
and the USA. They come in three sizes 
including for children.  Members can 
access these masks free of cost by 
contacting the office. Arrangements 
could be made to pick them up at the 
office.   For people who cannot get to 
the office and are living within half an 

hour drive from the church your masks 
could be delivered to your home.   All 
Covid 19 protocols will be in place for 
the pick-up and delivery of masks.   St 
Paul and Bethesda will jointly distribute 
masks to the community as an outreach 
activity. 
=================================== 

Saluting our Young People 
 

It is cliché for us to say that the young 

people are the leaders of tomorrow. It 
may be cliché but that does not take 
away the force of its truthfulness. The 
youths of Bethesda are showing us that 
they are ready for their responsibility for 
their leadership role not only for the 
future but even now. Their readiness to 
participate in the virtual worship services 
is another concrete demonstration of 
their ability and readiness for taking up 
the mantle of leadership. 
 

Every week in our online services we 
see our young people very much 
involved. They read the lessons, play 
music and behind the scenes a couple 
of them operate the computer and 
projector during the recording of the 
services. What is even more heartening 
is not only their actual involvement but 
the enthusiasm and commitment with 
which they agreed to be a part of this 
ministry. It would be remiss of us if we 
did not recognize the parents who 
encourage the youths in their 
commitment to this work of the church. 
For their willingness to participate in the 
worship services during these difficult 
and challenging times of Covid 19 the 
congregation and Council tip our 
collective hat to our youths. We salute our 

young people and say to them, “We are very 
proud of you all.” 
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For the Q1 2021 - March 31, 
2021                 

           Approved  

  

                      
March            Year to Date  Full Year  

  2021 2020  2021 2020  Budget 

Operating Results:        
         
Recurring Receipts    (1) $6,185 $7,749  $15,715 $25,600  $120,000 

Expenses (2) 9,871 11,406  27,428 31,181  132,250 

Wage Subsidy (3,187) (582)  (5,324) (582)  (12,250) 

Operating Position before below ($499) ($3,075)  ($6,389) ($4,999)   $0  

One-time Memorial  Donations ______- 
                      

- ______  ______- 400                          -  

Net Operating Position after above ($499) ($3,075)  ($6,389) ($4,599)  $0  
         
Net Other Receipts - Sharecroppers (3) $9,998  $336   $9,508  ($40)    

          

Capital  Items:         

  Receipts (4) $910 $885  $6,550 $22,273    

  less: Capital Expenditures    (4,212)     

Net Capital Items $910  $885   $2,338  $22,273     

Net Position $10,409  ($1,854)  $5,457  $17,634     
         
* As tabled and approved at the Church Council Meeting April 22, 
2021     
         
Notes:         

(1) Donations in the month were 20.2% below the March 2020 offerings due to the impact of 
COVID 19 reducing the number of gatherings. The variance is an improvement from the 
past two months - February (-28.1%) & January (-68.1%). The trend again qualifies the 
church for a reduced wage subsidy for the next two periods. 

 Spring donations are expected to similarly trend downwards as the pandemic continues.   
(2) Excludes the positive impact of the receipt of anticipated further March wage subsidies of 

$4,485. 
 

 

 

Primarily due to the receipt of a 2020 Sharecroppers donation from the project farming 
activities  

(4) Please note some members of the congregation are making regular CAPITAL committed 
offerings including memorial donations. March donations included regular donations of 
$75 and the quarterly Enbridge dividend of $835 

 

(5) 
After accounting for ongoing projected commitments including annual contributions to the 
Synod - Current Net Cash Available for Ongoing Operations (estimated) $26,255 

 

       

 

         
 

 

  (3) 

Treasurer’s   Report 
                                                               Kim McKenney 



PAGE 8 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The "W" Upholstering 

& 

Interiors Ltd 

                                 905-475-7857                 

The Management of 
“W” Upholstering  

 

Wishes everyone well in these difficult 
days of the Covid 19 Pandemic. It 
encourages everyone to do the following:- 

Continue to stay safe. 

Offer your kindness always to others. 

Vulnerable lives matter; think of these  

   persons. 

Inspire others to be responsible by  

   example. 

Distancing socially is very important. 
 

Take care of yourselves. 
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Apple Bread Recipe 
 

Ingredients 

• 1 cup unsalted butter 

• 1 cup sugar 

• 6 tablespoons buttermilk or sour milk (or 
add a few drops of lemon juice to 
regular milk) 

• 4 eggs 

• 2 teaspoons vanilla 

• 4 cups sifted flour 

• 2 teaspoons baking soda 

• 1/2 teaspoon salt 

• 2 teaspoons orange juice or orange 
extract 

• 2 cups chopped apples 
 

(to sprinkle over the top of 
loaves) 

• 2 teaspoons sugar 
• 1 teaspoon cinnamon 

 

Directions 

• Preheat the oven to 350 °F.  

• Grease the bottom and sides of two 
loaf pans. 

• Combine the butter, sugar, sour milk, 
and eggs together in a mixing bowl and 
beat with an electric mixer or use a 
whisk (blend together well). 

• Add the vanilla, sifted flour, soda, salt 
and orange juice. Mix until evenly 
combined. 

• Add the chopped apples(2 cups) and stir 
into the mixture(using a wooden spoon 
to mix together ingredients). 

• Put the mixture into the greased loaf 
pans. 

• Combine 2 teaspoons of sugar and 1 
teaspoon of cinnamon and sprinkle 
over the top of the loaves. 

• Place the pans into the preheated oven 
and bake for 45 minutes to 1 hour. 
Check after 45 minutes by inserting a 
toothpick in the center of the loaf. If it 
comes out clean, the bread is done. If 
not, bake another 5 minutes and check 
again. 

• When the bread is done remove it from 
the oven and allow it to cool for 10 
minutes. 

                                                                                                                           

Submitted by Alice 
 

============================= 

On the Slight Side 

Who Makes the 

Coffee?? 
A married couple were arguing 
who is making the coffee, the 
wife said that in the Bible it 
says that men should make the 
coffee and the husband asked 
her where it said that. The wife 
opened the Bible and said: 
"Right here in HEBREWS!" 
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